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Chike Obi

Education
PhD, University of Cambridge, Pembroke College, 1950

Dissertation: ‘Periodic Solutions of Non-linear Differential Equations of Second Order’

Supervisors: Mary Cartwright and John Littlewood
MSC, University CO||ege LOndOn, 1947 (by correspondence)
BSC, UniverSity CO||ege LOndOn, 1946 (by correspondence)

Academic Positions

Founder and Director, Nanna Institute for Scientific
Studies, Onitsha (1985- )

Dean of the School of Mathematical and Physical
Sciences, University of Lagos (1971-1973)

Chair of Department of Mathematics, University of
Lagos (1971-1977 )

Professor of Mathematics, University of Lagos
(1970-1985)

Member of the Eastern House Assembly (1961-1966)
Member of the Federal Parliament of Nigeria
(1960-1961)

Senior Lecturer (previously Lecturer), University of

lbadan (1951, 1959-1962)

Main source:https://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Biographies/Obi.htm/

Professor Chike Obi was the first Nigerian to be awarded a PhD in Mathematics.
When he finished school, only colleges offering teaching diplomas were available in
Nigeria, and students wanting higher education had to study by correspondence
courses and obtain degrees from the University of London.
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Chike Obi devoted his life almost equally between mathematics and politics. In 1953

he was one of the founders and the first leader of the

ANALYTICAL THEORY OF NONLINEAR OSCILLATIONS.
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oppressors of the poor! ... The days of those who have enriched themselves at the
expense of the poor are numbered.” made legal history. In 1970 he returned to
full-time mathematics, but continued publishing political articles in the Nigerian press.

In 1985, Chike Obi was awarded the Sigvard Eklung Mathematical Prize. He died in
2008, and is fondly remembered by many as an almost mythical figure.



